92        LORD ACTON'S HISTORICAL WORK
conclusion, when a lad of seventeen, that Dolhnger and no other must teach him history, and, vanquishing the preliminary reluctance of the Munich professor to receive another idle English pupil, spent several yeais under Bellinger's roof. Here, under the most liberal Catholic in Germany and the most profoud historian in Europe, he learned the widest interpretation of history consistent with the profession of orthodox belief
It was an age of giants in historical research. The general tone was severe, dismteiested, scientific; and it would have been a matter for wonder if a pupil trained in that laboratory of mighty workers, the disciple of Boeckh and Ranke and Riehl, had gone to the past for anything less important than truth From the width and plentitude of his knowledge, Lord Acton could afford to concede points to an adversary He has nothing to say foi the antagonists of Luther, and censures Dr Creighton for being too lenient to his Popes He regarded it as a special weakness of Catholic apologists that they would defend bad men and bad measures If a pope was a poisoner, there was nothing to be gained for the Catholic cause by concealment The Church, which has survived ihe fact, would survive the publication. Catholic as he was, Lord Acton did not refrain from plain speaking He wrote of the Council of Trent that ' it impressed on the Church the stamp of an intolerant age, and perpetuated by its decrees the spirit of an austere immorality'
The two impediments generally most fatal to the puisuit ot truth were thus removed Lord Acton waa a Catholic, but a critical Catholic, an Englishman, but a cosmopolitan Englishman. The tendency of many movements must, of course, be differently judged lay a Protestant and a Catholic writer, and no special power of discernment is required to determine the camp to which Lord Acton belonged No Protestant historian, however fully he realized the unreason of 'euros regio eius religio', would describe the Reformation 'as a great movement against the freedom of conscience' No Protestant student of English social and constitutional history would quite go so far as to write,' The Catholic Church has bestowed on the English the great elements of their political